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Family and Friends Special 

Edition: 

The Curriculum 
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FAMILY AND FRIENDS SPECIAL EDITION 

The following chart correlates Family and Friends Special Edition 

to Vietnamese and International benchmarks. Oxford University Press designed the Family and Friends 

Expansion Portfolio to support the course and prepare students to achieve these assessment 

benchmarks. 

GRADE 
MOET’S ENGLISH COMPETENCY 

FRAMEWORK/CEFR 

TOEFL PRIMARY 

YLE 
STEP 1 STEP 2 

Grade 1         

Grade 2 A0 2 Stars   Starters 

Grade 3 A0 – A1 3 Stars   Pre-Movers 

Grade 4 A1 – A2 4 Stars 2 Badges Movers 

Grade 5 A2   3 Badges Flyers 



Workbook International 

Exams 

3 



Workbook: International 

Exams 

4 



Rocket Game 
 

• Make a circle. 

 

• Say a word and pass 

the rocket. 

 

• Rocket takes off = fly to 

outer space! 
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Grade 5 Total Vocab: 694 words 

 

CYL Flyers words: 418 words 

Selective covers: 113/418 words 

(27%) 

Grade 5 Total Vocab: 694 words 

Grade 5 Expansion Portfolio 

Total words: 459 words 

 

CYL Flyers words: 418 words 

Intensive covers: 373/418 

words (89%) 
 



CLIL: The Missing Link in English Lessons 
What we‟ll focus on How to teach English 

effectively to prepare 

your students for 

international test success 

 

 



Teaching for test success 
How we‟ll do this 

• Introduction: teaching & test preparation 

• CYLE test overview – general teaching tips 

• Section-by-section teaching guide 
– What language and skills are required? 

– What activities will help students to improve these?  

– How can we use FAFSE to practice these? 

• Apply methods to the TOEFL Primary 



Advice from Cambridge 
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About the CYL Exams 

In producing the tests, Cambridge 

carefully considers… 

“…current approaches to 

curriculum design and pedagogy 

for young learners including recent 

coursebooks and other resource 

materials…” 



Teaching for test success 
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Essential ingredients 

• Language Knowledge                       

(vocab + grammar) 

• Communication Skills 

(R/W/L/S) 

• Familiar with test format 

• Willing to ‘have a go’ not 

fear of making mistakes  

 



Teaching for test success 
Analytical process 

1.  Study the test yourself 

2.  Analyze language, skills tested in each section 

3.  Find or design classroom activities to train the 

same language and skills 

4.  Find material in your coursebook to train 

these skills / fit these activities 

5.  Familiarize students with the test format 



Teaching for test success 
Analytical process 

1.  Study the test yourself 

2.  Analyze language, skills tested in each section 

3.  Find or design classroom activities to train the 

same language and skills 

4.  Find material in your coursebook to train 

these skills / fit these activities 

5.  Familiarize students with the test format 



Advice from Cambridge 
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“...[you] don’t have to teach to 

the exam. If you teach well and 

use your materials well, with 

variety, your students will do well 

in the exam.” 



Format – Flyers test 
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• Total length = approx. 75 minutes 

• 3 Sections („Skills‟) 

– Listening: 25 minutes; 5 Parts 

– Reading and Writing: 40 minutes; 

7 Parts 

– Speaking: 7-9 minutes; 4 Parts 



Key overall points 
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• Lots of pictures 

• Students not 

punished for 

mistakes 

• Students rewarded 

for „giving it a try‟ 



More information available 

16 



Teaching for test success 
Analytical process 

1.  Study the test yourself 

2.  Analyze language, skills tested in each section 

3.  Find or design classroom activities to train the 

same language and skills 

4.  Find material in your coursebook to train 

these skills / fit these activities 

5.  Familiarize students with the test format 



In the Listening test: 

18 

  

 

• The recordings are played twice. If candidates 

miss something the first time they listen, there 

will be another chance to hear the answers.  

• It isn‟t important how well candidates colour or 

draw parts of a picture. They just need to find 

the right part of the picture, use the right 

colour and make a drawing recognisable.  

 



All CYLE test candidate information taken from: http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/images/153312-yle-

information-for-candidates.pdf 

 



All Cambridge 

Young Learners 

English exam 

samples taken 

from:  

http://www.cambri

dgeenglish.org/im

ages/153312-yle-

information-for-

candidates.pdf 



 





Listening Part 1 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Match names (draw lines) 

• Language required 

– Know male vs. female names 

– Prepositions, present continuous 

actions, clothes 

• Skills required 

– Listening to all information to identify 

someone 

– Not jumping to conclusions 



Listening Part 1 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Any picture with several people in it 

– Most pictures in Lessons 1 & 3 work 

well 

• Example activities 

– p. 42: Listening detectives 

– p. 16: Guessing game 



Process of Elimination 

Professional Development 
25 

 



 







Listening Part 2 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Match names (draw lines) 

• Language required 

– Nouns and proper nouns (names) 

– Numbers 

• Skills required 

– Listening for basic information 

– Listening for details 



Listening Part 2 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Short texts e.g. Lesson 5 

– Comprehension questions 

• Example activities 

– p. 24: Students‟ Q & A 

– p. 95: Predicting 



 







Listening Part 4 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Listen and choose correct 

picture 

• Language required 

– Linking questions with answers 

– Wide variety of lexis 

• Skills required 

– Listening for detailed information 

– Predicting language from pictures 



Listening Part 4 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Any pictures, especially Lesson 6 

„Listening‟ 

• Example activities 

– p. 63: Predict words from pictures 

– p. 63: Making questions from pictures 



 





Listening Part 5 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Locate, color things, write 

words 

• Language required 

– Colors, objects 

– Prepositions of place 

• Skills required 

– Following instructions 



Listening Part 5 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Most big pictures e.g. in Lesson 5 

„Reading‟ 

• Example activities 

– p. 82: Labeling dictation 

– p. 82: Pairs coloring game 

• Extra tip: Students can write the color 

on the side of each of their crayons. 



Stop the Bus! 
• 5-6 categories from this and 

previous grade. 

 

 

• Choose a letter. 

 

• Students race to write a word 
in each category. 
 

 

• The first team to finish yells 
“STOP THE BUS!”  



Stop the Bus! 

Animals At school Vacations Food Maps/directions 

41 
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In the Reading and Writing test: 

43 

  

 

• It will be helpful to make sure your child can 

write clearly.  

• Answers are generally very short and words 

can most often be copied from a word box or 

from parts of the text, so candidates don‟t 

need to write complete sentences.  



Professional Development 
44 





Reading and Writing Part 1 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Match pictures/words with 

descriptions 

• Language required 

– Wide variety of nouns 

• Skills required 

– Understanding definitions 



Reading and Writing Part 1 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Pictures of vocabulary in Lesson 1 

– Flashcards 

• Example activities 

– p. 30: Definitions Bingo 

– p. 30: Pairs quiz 



Defintions Bingo 

48 



Professional Development 
49 





Reading and Writing Part 2 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Decide if sentences are 

true or false 

• Language required 

– Wide variety of lexis 

– Short descriptive sentences 

• Skills required 

– Understanding information at 

sentence level 



Reading and Writing Part 2 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Comprehension questions 

– Big pictures with lots of details 

• Example activities 

– p. 16: Make T/F sentences from a 

question 

– p. 12: Tricky True or False 
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Is Kim going to take a camera? 

Kim is going to take a camera. 

Is Lam going to take some sunscreen? 

Lam is going to take some sunscreen. 

Is Mi going to take a toothbrush? 

Mi is going to take a toothbrush. 

 
 





Reading and Writing Part 4 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Cloze 

• Language required 

– Very general 

• Skills required 

– Reading silently and quickly (timing) 

– Understanding meaning from 

context 



Reading and Writing Part 4 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Reading texts in Lesson 5 („Skills 

Time!‟) 

– Extensive Reading texts 

• Example activities 

– p. 78: Timed repeated reading 

– p. 78: „Coffee Pot‟ 



Professional Development 
57 





Reading and Writing Part 5 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Cloze 

• Language required 

– Very general 

• Skills required 

– Comprehension at text level 

– Flexibility: accepting multiple ways 

of saying the same thing e.g. 

• Different words (water = sea) 

• Different word order 



Reading and Writing Part 5 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Reading texts in Lesson 5 („Skills 

Time!‟) 

– Extensive Reading texts 

• Example activities 

– p. 78: Dice re-reading game 

– p. 78: Running Dictation 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 6. 



We had a really unusual start to 

our vacation! My family and I were 

on a bus to Vung Tau. It was a 

long journey but it was 

comfortable and  were happy. 

Suddenly, we heard a bang. The 

bus stopped and the driver 

couldn‟t start it again. 



Reading and Writing Part 

5, continued 

• Materials 

– Reading texts in Lesson 5 („Skills 

Time!‟) 

– Extensive Reading texts 

• Example activities 

– p. 78: Dice re-reading game 

– p. 78: Running Dictation 



1. When we got to town, there was a band 

playing and people were dancing on a stage. 

2. There were lots of beautiful lights decorating 

the street. 

3. All the people in the town said, “Hello”, when 

they saw all of us. 

4. We had some really fresh fruit and they gave 

us some drinks. 

 
 



Professional Development 
65 

 





Reading and Writing Part 6 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Cloze 

• Language required 

– Grammatical form 

– Prepositions 

• Skills required 

– Dealing with longer texts (reading 

quickly) 

– Choosing correct grammatical form 



Reading and Writing Part 6 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Lesson 2 („Grammar‟) 

– Any reading texts 

• Example activities 

– p. 43: Adapting grammar exercises 

– p. 12: Re-grammarization 



Difficult: 

thousands years ago mayans used bark 

hamack trees make special kind bed 

beds hammocks 

people used sit sleep light easy carry 

mayans often moved place place didn‟t want 

carry heavy things 

Easier: 

Thousands ____ year ago ____ mayans used 

____ bark _____ hamak tree…. 



Put yourself in order 

70 

 



YLE Flyers: Speaking 

 



In the Speaking test: 

72 

  

 

• Examiners are helpful and friendly. They are 

experienced and encouraging people. Candidates 

should try to relax and enjoy this part of the test. 

Suggest they try to use phrases that they know for 

communicating, for example, „Good morning‟, 

„Pardon?‟ „Yes, please‟, and „thank you‟.  

• If candidates don‟t understand something, they can 

ask the examiner to repeat what they said. Suggest 

they say: „Sorry, can you say that again?‟ 

 





Professional Development 
74 

 



Speaking Part 1 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Find and describe differences 

• Language required 

– Descriptive sentences 

• Skills required 

– Speaking sentences 

– Ability to describe (link language to 

image) 



Speaking Part 1 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Lesson 6 „Listening‟ pictures with 

Audio CD 

– Any big pictures 

• Example activities 

– p. 34: Expanding sentences 

– p. 34: Drawing dictation 



Professional Development 
77 

 





Speaking Part 3 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Tell a story 

• Language required 

– Short, descriptive sentences 

• Skills required 

– Describing what people are doing, 

how they feel etc. 

– Just describing everything you see is 

a good attempt 



Speaking Part 3 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Lesson one stories 

– Any pictures with people in them 

• Example activities 

– p. 52: Question prompts 

– p. 18: Stepping stones 
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•  Who is he/she? 

•  How does he/she feel? Why? 

•  What is he/she doing? Why? 

•  What is he/she saying? Why? 

 



Speaking Part 3, continued 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Lesson one stories 

– Any pictures with people in them 

• Example activities 

– p. 52: Question prompts 

– p. 18: Stepping stones 





Professional Development 
84 

 





Speaking Part 4 
Analyze language and skills 

• Task: Answer personal questions 

• Language required 

– Nothing specific 

• Skills required 

– Giving personal information 

– Having a go! (Just say something!) 



Speaking Part 4 
FAFSE materials and activities 

• Materials 

– Lesson 6: „Speaking‟ and 

„Writing‟ 

• Example activities 

– p. 47: Topic talk 

– p. 47: Change your face! 



Teaching for test success 
How we‟ll do this 

• Introduction: teaching & test preparation 

• CYLE test overview – general teaching tips 

• Section-by-section teaching guide 
– What language and skills are required? 

– What activities will help students to improve these?  

– How can we use FAFSE to practice these? 

• Apply methods to the TOEFL Primary 



Professional Development 
89 

 



Teaching for test success 
Analytical process 

1.  Study the test yourself 

2.  Analyze language, skills tested in each section 

3.  Find or design classroom activities to train the 

same language and skills 

4.  Find material in your coursebook to train 

these skills / fit these activities 

5.  Familiarize students with the test format 



Teaching for test success 

91 

Essential ingredients 

• Language Knowledge                       

(vocab + grammar) 

• Communication Skills 

(R/W/L/S) 

• Familiar with test format 

• Willing to ‘have a go’ not 

fear of making mistakes  

 



Our agenda 
Grade 5 

• Localization: Changes from FAF >  

FAFSE 

• Correlating FAFSE with Cambridge YLE 

and TOEFL Primary   

• How to teach English effectively to 

prepare your students for international 

test success 



FAFSE 
Grade 5 

 



Professional development: 



www.oup.com/elt 
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Get Involved! 



Oxford Teacher’s Club 

Professional Development 96 

Visit our website! 

http://www.oup.com.vn 
 

Family and Friends Special Edition 

resources 

Join Oxford Teacher‟s club 

Find the activities! 

http://www.oup.com.vn/


Teaching English 

for Test Success 

elizabeth.edwards@oup.com 

Thank you! 



Tongue Twister Challenge 

Face your partner. Choose a tongue twister. 

Take turns, saying it as fast as you can each time. 

 

1. She sells seashells 

2. Five fresh fish 

3. Proper coffee pot 

 


